TABLE 1

Temperature-humidity index for lactating dairy cows
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Stress Threshold
Respiration rate exceeds 60 breaths
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per minute (BPM). Milk yield

detectable. Rectal temperature
exceeds 101.3 degrees F
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Mild-Moderate Stress
Respiration rate exceeds 75 BPM.

Rectal temperature exceeds
102.2 degrees F. Increased death
rate detected
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% Relative humidity
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Moderate-Severe Stress Severe Stress
Respiration rate exceeds 85 BPM. Respiration rate 120 to 140 BPM.
Rectal temperature exceeds 104 Rectal temperature exceeds 106

degrees F degrees F

Source: From Zimbelman et al. 2009



